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CHAI RPERSON HARMON: Senate Redistricting
Subcomm ttee No. 2 will conme to order.

Present are Senator Kirk Dillard,

Senat or Ron Sandack, and myself, Senat or
Don Harnmon, serving as the Chair of the Subcommttee.

We apol ogize to all of you for getting a
| ate start. We had folks comng fromall parts of
the state.

There is a sign-in sheet in the back of the
room We appreciate it if you would sign in.

If you wish to present testinony today, you
can fill out a witness slip. These are available in
the back. And turn theminto our staff here so we
know to recogni ze you

| would like to wel come Representative
Denni s Reboletti and Representative Chris Nybo.
Thank you very much for allowing us to hold hearings
in your part of the world.

Mayor Di Ci anni, are you here?

MR. Di CI ANNI : Yes. ' m here.

CHAlI RMAN HARMON: Mayor, thank you very nuch
for letting me sit in your chair and use your gavel.

MR. Di ClI ANNI : My pl easure.

CHAI RMAN HARMON: Senator Dillard, for what
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pur pose do you seek recognition?

SENATOR DI LLARD: Thank you, M. Chair man.

| would |ike to make a couple of motions.

First, M. Chairman, | notice that we, once
again, have our friendly court reporter present.

And | would like to move that this hearing
be transcri bed by the court reporter so that the
Comm ttee can have a full transcript of this hearing
which the Comm ttee can approve at a future hearing
once the members of the staff have had time to review
the transcript and make any corrections.

SENATOR SANDACK: Second.

CHAI RMAN HARMON: Al'l in favor say aye.
Opposed, nay.

Okay. The ayes have it.

The motion is adopted.

SENATOR DI LLARD: My ot her notion,

M. Chairman, is | would like to make a notion to
al l ow any medi a present to be allowed to take still
phot os and record the proceedings.

SENATOR SANDACK: Second.

CHAlI RMAN HARMON: Moved by Senator Dill ard.
Seconded by Senator Sandack.

Al'l in favor, say aye. Opposed, nay.
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The ayes have it, and the motion is
approved.

SENATOR DI LLARD: And | ast, but not | east,
keeping with the precedent at our last Commttee
hearing, | would like to make a notion that anyone in
attendance today has the option to take photos as
| ong as they do not interrupt the proceedi ngs.

SENATOR SANDACK: Second.

CHAlI RMAN HARMON: It's been noved by Senat or
Dillard, seconded by Senator Sandack.

Al'l in favor say aye. Opposed, nay.

The ayes have it, and that notion is
approved.

Thank you, Senator.

And | think our clerk is ready to take the
formal roll.

M. Clerk? Please call the roll

CLERK HOLMES: Senator Sandack.

SENATOR SANDACK: Her e.

CLERK HOLMES: Senator Dillard?

SENATOR DI LLARD: Her e

CLERK HOLMES: Senat or Mal oney.

CLERK HOLMES: Senator Jones.



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

Senator Col lins.

And Chai rman Har non.

CHAI RMAN HARMON: Her e.

We have sufficient numbers to take
testinony, so we are in business.

We have two witnesses. This is just a
prefatory remark for folKks.

This is one of alnmost 30 Commttee and
Subcomm ttee hearings at the Senate and House
collectively that we're having across the State of
Illinois to take public testimny on redistricting.

Every ten years, after the U S. Government
performs its Census, we are charged with the task of
redrawi ng the Legislative district |lines and the
Congressional district lines to account for
popul ation shifts.

We follow the Illinois Constitution and the
state laws with respect to that task, as well as the
federal laws with respect to voting rights. It is a
very difficult challenge and requires public input.

So today, we have conme to take your
testimony on the process itself, on the current
| egi slative districts, and on ideas for the next

round of | egislative districts.
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So we are very pleased to be here. W have
a collection of witnesses now form ng.

Chai rman Dan Cronin from DuPage County, are
you ready to go?

MR. CRONI N: Yes, sir.

CHAI RMAN HARMON: Thank you for being here,

M. Chair man.

TESTI MONY
BY
DAN CRONI N:

Thank you for the opportunity to sit with ny
coll eagues, former coll eagues, and friends. And
wel come into the neighborhood.

It is fun to see you here, Senators Harnmon
and Sandack and Dil | ard.

We are proud of our community, and we are
del i ghted that we can share some thoughts with you.

| also wanted to commend the Senate
| eadership for your interest in the thoughts and
i deas that we have to share with you today.

| think it speaks volumes about the
professionalismof the Senate and the fact that you

are hol ding hearings and you're making the effort
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here in the Elmhurst community that we really | ove
for all of us who have |lived here.

It gives me a | ot of pleasure to welcome ny
friends and share sonme thoughts.

| wanted to express my thanks to the
Comm ttee, which |I have done.

Let me focus, if I may, please, on the
Census, some information, some data, and how it
relates to the proposition that | would |ike to share
with you today.

The 2010 Census redistricting data shows
t hat DuPage County has a popul ation of nearly
917,000, which represents only a 1.4 percent growth
fromthe 2000 Census.

Regi onal forecasts in the Bureau of the
Census' annual estimates previously approxi mated our
growth to be at |east 3 percent.

Well, they were wrong. | was quite
surprised to learn that the rate of our population up
in Cook County has slowed so significantly.

This clearly underscores that DuPage is now
consi dered a mature county, a rather urbanized county
and, for all intents and purposes, fully built out,

in terms of residential population.
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The reality is that the population growth in
the region is mgrating further out to Kendall, Kane,
WIl, MHenry Counties.

In fact, one of the denographers said in
their coments that Kane County is the DuPage County
of yesterday.

And, you know, that hurt a little bit.
Because it is sort of like the first time that a
young person | ooks up to you and calls you sir and
ma' am

You know what | mean? You know your
yout hful days are over.

But only one of the county's nine townships
demonstrated double digit growth. And that would be
Naperville Township, with growth of about 17 percent,
Wayne Township 4.4 percent, Wnfield Township at 2.4,
showi ng only marginal growth.

Al'l three of these townships are |ocated in
the western third of the county.

Conversely, the intermttent counties,

Addi son and York Townshi ps before and now the Addi son
Township just a couple blocks to the north have
demonstrated popul ation | osses of |ess than one

percent .

10
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Permt me to take just a nmoment to share
some demographic information as we analyze the
results of the data.

The non- Hi spanic white population is
about 70.5 percent.

The Hi spanic popul ation has grown to 13.2
percent, which represents about a 50 percent growth
of the popul ation.

The Asian American popul ation is at about
10 percent.

African American popul ation is at
4.5 percent.

Resi dents of DuPage County have been well
served by the county's |egislative representatives
t hat have been present for the | ast decade.

Unl i ke our neighboring counties to the
north, south and west, our overall popul ation
increased |less than 1.5 percent, from 904,161 in 2000
to 916,924 in 2010. Just 12,763 additional persons
in the | ast decade.

The nunbers tell the story. So does the
hi story of the past ten years.

Let's keep a map that has been fair and

equi t abl e. Let's keep a map that recogni zes the

11
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speci al features of DuPage County, if | may.

This community broke off -- it's a part of
our history, our famly history, that we don't really
tal k about much. But DuPage County used to be part
of Cook County.

And in 1839, we broke away from Cook County.
And that's when the Founding Fathers at that time in
DuPage County came together and decided they were
going to nanme the county after a French fir tree.

But at that time, it was a well established
sentiment and a well established practice with | ocal
governnments, formation of |ocal governments, school
districts, townships, all the various different
sanitary districts that were all within the confines
of DuPage County.

Since 1839 until today, | think it is really
wel | documented that the county is very intact,
confined to the boundaries of the County,
and we have enjoyed a certain measure of self-
sufficiency, if you wll

So my request and for your consideration is,
based on the static popul ation growth, based on the
hi story, and based on the structure of | ocal

government in the County of DuPage, | would ask that

12
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you consi der keeping the representatives, the

| egi slative districts, Congressional districts, in
t he manner that keeps DuPage County intact as a
community, as a comunity at |large, and a community
of interest.

So with that, | would be happy to try to
answer any questions. But | wanted to share those
t houghts with you.

And thank you so nuch for the opportunity to
do so.

CHAI RMAN HARMON: Thank you, Senator Cronin.

Any questions?

Senator Dill ard.

SENATOR DI LLARD: Thank you

We do m ss you in Springfield very much.

Al t hough Ron is doing a good job, there is only one
Dani el Cronin, and we m ss you.

So a couple of things.

| just want to clarify, when you say the
current map is fair, you are referring just to
DuPage County, right, not the state-w de map?

MR. CRONI N: Yes, forgive ne.

| am speaking today as the County Board

chairman. That's my official role that | offer

13



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

t oday.

And | offer these remarks as an el ected
official who represents the entire County of DuPage.

SENATOR DI LLARD: And just another question.

You know, sometimes we get kidded about it.
But isn't it true that many, many of our residents,
when asked where are you from probably say I amfrom
DuPage County, and we collectively refer to ourselves
as a brand?

MR. CRONI N: Yes.

| mean, really and truly | think, to the
extent that that sort of image, reputation,
identification, | think it's certainly a fair
statement.

And | think there is anple evidence to
denmonstrate that there is an i ndependence, there is a
pride. | mean, it used to be the motto of this town,
"City of Elmhurst, a Proud Community."

| think the fact that there is sonme
separ ateness of pride, a denmonstration of what we
believe is a way to govern and a way to interact in
the community that is special to this community.

If you |l ook at the formati on of the | ocal

governnments, they are all confined within this

14
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county.

SENATOR DI LLARD: So you don't want to see

t hat diluted?

MR. CRONI N: | don't. No.

| think there is something very significant

about this comunity that deserves its own brand of

representation.

SENATOR DI LLARD: Thank you. We do m ss
you.

M. CRONIN: Thank you

CHAlI RMAN HARMON: Thank you.

MR. CRONI N: Thank you, M. Chairman.

CHAI RMAN HARMON: \Why don't we next hear
from our host today as the Mayor of El mhurst,
Mayor Di Ci anni, today.

Mayor, are you ready to proceed?

MR. Di ClI ANNI : Yes.

CHAlI RMAN HARMON: Wel come to the

Redi stricting Commttee.

TESTI MONY
BY

PETER Di CI ANNI :

Thank you, M. Chairman, fellow Senators.

15
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And | appreciate and welcome you to the City of
El mhurst. And we appreciate the openness with this
process.

As Mayor, | think my biggest concern, and |
think the people of ElImhurst's biggest concern, is we
try to keep our town as intact as possible.

We have the privilege of having two fine
State Representatives, Dennis Reboletti and Chris
Nybo, and also two fine State Senators, one of which
is right next to you, Chairman, M. Ron Sandack, and
al so Senat or Pankau.

So | think our biggest concern is that this
map does not cut our town up a whole | ot and that
representation is strong and we, as a community just
under 50, 000 people, are able to | everage those four
| egislators in a great fashion where we've got
greater representation, our voices are heard, and we
get things done.

We have had significant capital projects
t hat have come to our community in the street and we
know per haps some serious concern of sewers and a | ot
of things in the future, and it's inportant that we
keep those relationshi ps strong.

And our fear, | think, as a community is if

16
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our town does get cut up -- let's say six or eight
| egi slators -- that our voice would not be as strong.
So those are | think the big concerns that

we have in the City of Elnmhurst. And probably you

will hear that from many of the Mayors here today as
wel |, too.

But we appreciate your willingness to come
to our fair city and hear us out. It's important.

Springfield is very, very vital to all cities and
muni ci palities, but Elmhurst especially.

We appreciate your time and consi derati on.

CHAI RMAN HARMON: Thank you, M. Mayor.

Any questions?

Senator Dill ard.

SENATOR DI LLARD: Mayor, thanks for opening
up your beautiful City Hall for us. We really
appreciate it. W sh we had facilities this nice in
Springfield someti mes.

When we | ook at the community of interest
and perhaps ways that |egislative boundaries would be
drawn, you are sitting right on the Tri-State
Tol l way, right on the County Line.

And, you know, | grew up a little eastward

from here as a young man, and | think |I am very

17
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famliar with the area.

If we go into Maywood and cities to the
east, | mean, are there differences between those
communities?

And Senator Cronin testified a little bit
about a m ndset that we have and a phil osophy of
gover nnment .

But what are your feelings, if you were to
be represented by a legislator from Cook County, you
know, who may come from Bell wood, Hillside, or
Maywood?

MR. Di ClI ANNI : Well, with all due respect to
the municipalities to our east, they are all fine
muni ci palities, but -- and actually, | was born to
the east as well and canme from Lyden Township before
| went to El mhurst.

But there is a difference, and that's why we
moved to El mhurst. And we want to try to keep the
quality of life that we have here.

We have, again, great representation that |
t hink exenplifies, | think -- one |egislator that
represents us who I went to fifth grade with.

Anot her one was an Alderman here in the City of

El mhur st .

18
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| think that speaks volumes to the
root edness of our |egislators and their know edge of
our |l ocal needs and wants and what the comunity
expects.

Unli ke the communities to our east, you
know, we have our own water reclamation district. W
don't rely on Cook County for those types of needs.
So many of your needs are very, very different.

We have a unit school of government here,
many of them communities to our east, and elementary
m ddl e school districts, high school districts.

We' ve solved all those problems. W have
addressed those back in the '70s and became a
district in 1974.

So | really feel that, again, a strong sense
of comunity here in our own comunity. | respect
t hose to our east. They do a fine job, given the
circumstances they have to deal with.

But | think the needs and wants are
consi derably different.

SENATOR DI LLARD: What's -- if you know,
Mayor, what's the boundary, the eastern boundary
bet ween the Proviso High School district and York

Townshi p Hi gh School ?

19
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MR. Di CI ANNI : | amtrying to think, here.

Well, | would have to say that probably 294,
290 woul d be that, to describe it in the easier
terms.

There is a little of Berkley that comes in
to the west side of El mhurst about a bl ock.

But, for all intents and purposes, the
hi ghways.

SENATOR DI LLARD: s that part of Berkley on
whi ch side of the highway?

MR. DiCIANNI: It's on the west side of

t he hi ghway about one bl ock away on the west side of

294.
So that would go to Proviso, but --
SENATOR DI LLARD: Bi g, gigantic

mul ti-Ilane --

MR. Di CI ANNI: Absolutely, absolutely.

Yes. There is definitely significant
separ ati on between the two.

Again, | respect, and I work with those
mayors on a regular basis. W have had some common
issues with transportation and stuff.

But a | ot of our issues are different. Our

education issues, our municipal issues, we work

20
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t oget her when we can, but we definitely have
di fferent wants and needs.

SENATOR DI LLARD: Thank you

CHAI RMAN HARMON:  Any ot her questions?

Thank you, M. Mayor, very much.

MR. Di Cl ANNI:  Thank you, M. Chairman,
Senat or.

CHAlI RMAN HARMON: Our next witness is
Bob Peickert from the Denocratic Party of Dupage
County.

M. Peickert, are you ready to proceed?

MR. PEI CKERT: | am

CHAI RMAN HARMON: Wel conme to the
Redi stricting Commttee.

MR. PEI CKERT: Thank you. Welcome to
El mhur st .

CHAI RMAN HARMON: Thank you

TESTI MONY
BY

MR. PEI CKERT:

My name is Bob Peickert, P-e-i-c-k-e-r-t.

| am a resident of El mhurst, Chair of the Denmocratic

Party for DuPage County.
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| would first like to thank the menbers of
the Redistricting Commttee for providing us the
opportunity to present information about the inpact
of redistricting in our communities.

This is a difficult task, but we appreciate
your time and effort in opening up this process to
t he public.

|'d like to review some i nmportant statistics
and facts about DuPage County, some simlar to
Chai rman Cronin's, but a lot different, in ternms of
application of these statistics.

We have a population here of a mllion
people, larger than five states and the District of
Col umbi a. The voter population is well in excess of
a half a mllion people.

In the past ten years, DuPage has
experienced a dramati c change in denographics with
the influx of new residents, many from Cook County.

As former residents of Cook County and
el sewhere moved to DuPage, we al so have seen an
i ncreasing number of mnorities and mnority
communities.

Nearly 30 percent, as pointed out by

Chairman Cronin, of the residents in DuPage are
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Af rican American, Asian, or Hispanic.

Al t hough the majority of these changes
appear to be on the eastern end of DuPage, we also
see areas, such as G endal e Heights near the center
of DuPage, experiencing an increasing mnority
popul ati on, especially with the Asian comunity.

In the 2008 primary, for the first time
ever, there were nore registered Denmocrat voters than
Republicans by a margin of approximtely 10 percent.

In the 2008 general election, again, for the
first time ever in DuPage County, a Denocratic
presidential candi date received nmore votes than the
Republ i can candi date by a simlar margin.

The same el ection saw three Denocrats
el ected to the County Board, the first time these
Denmocrats served on the County Board in approxi mately
37 years.

In 2006, local and state Denocratic
candi dates received approxi mately 45 percent of the
vote, with one candidate running for state office
recei ving approximtely 49 percent.

DuPage County has over 740 precincts in 9
t ownshi ps. 11 House and 5 Senate districts are

entirely in or bordering DuPage.
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Of the over 740 precincts, approximtely 24
3 percent, are represented by a Denocratic House or
Senate member.

Al'l of these denographics and statistical
facts point to a changing constituency. And t he
obligation of this commttee is to guarantee that
residents are represented fairly in Springfield.

The current Senate district boundaries do
not account for the changi ng popul ation in DuPage.
The redistricting process is about fairness and
creating districts that reflect the changing
demographics in a particul ar area.

Wth a significant number of Cook County

residents noving to DuPage, especially in the eastern

portion of Elmhurst, Bensenville and Addi son,
districts that overlap DuPage County and Cook County

represent a logical starting point.

| am confident that this Commttee will give

t he utnmost consideration to the demographic realities

in DuPage.
Thank you again for your tinme.
CHAI RMAN HARMON:  Thank you, M. Chair man.
Any questions?

Senator Dill ard.
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SENATOR DI LLARD: Wel cone.

MR. REI CKERT: Thank you.

SENATOR DI LLARD: Maybe you read the | aw
different than | do.

But | don't believe we can draw districts
based on politics. | think we can just do them based
on popul ati on.

Do you have a different readi ng, where you
think we are allowed to carve out Republican and
Denmocrat and Libertarian districts?

MR. PEI CKERT: | am pointing to the fact
that the influx of residents from Cook County
represented in these mnority conmmunities m ght
account for the fact that there is a big change in
t he nunmbers of Denmocrats that vote in DuPage.

CHAI RMAN HARMON:  Any further questions?

SENATOR DI LLARD: No.

CHAI RMAN HARMON: Thank you.

Thank you very much for your testinmony,
M. Peickert.

Next, we have Mayor Hartwi g, the Mayor of
the Village of Addison

Mayor, are you ready?

MR. HARTW G: | am
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CHAI RMAN HARMON:  Thank you very nmuch for

being here. Welcone to the Redistricting Hearings.

TESTI MONY
BY
LARRY HARTW G:

We wel come you to the suburb of Addison

We wel conme you here to our wonderful suburb
of El mhurst.

And we do happen to share a great
relationship with the City of Elmhurst, with Mayor
Di Cianni, with all of the other mayors in our area.

And |, too, want to thank you for the open
nature of this process.

| think it's extremely important that our
residents do feel that this is an open and fair
process, that you are able to listen to and hear the
concerns from our local communities, and that, once
you have come up with a map, that we have an
opportunity to comment on the map, to study it, and
to make those kind of comments.

But just to give you a little bit on
Addi son

| think Chairman Cronin's comments are al
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applicable and applicable to our comunity as well.

Being at the eastern end of DuPage County,
we are a devel oped community, one that has seen just
a small anmount of growth in the past ten years.

But we are somewhat unique as well.

Addi son has one of the |arger industrial
parks in the State of Illinois; by some cal cul ations,
about the fifth |argest.

And we have a large mnority popul ation as
wel | . It is a very diverse community, one that has
been diverse in housing, going fromthe very
affordable starter homes, starting apartments, and we
top out at about a $2 mllion home. So everything in
bet ween.

Our industrial park is primarily mom and pop
smal | busi ness. If we're tal king about jobs, jobs,

j obs, we know that they are created through small
busi ness. And our industrial park is an extrenely
i mportant part of that.

And | give that by way of background,
because currently we are represented by two
representative districts.

Representative Reboletti represents

approximately 85 percent of our community.
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Represent ative Col adi pi etro maybe about 10 or
15 percent. We have one Senatorial district,
Senat or Pankau.

| would ask that we try to keep it as close
as possible wi thout dividing Addison up. Because
it's inportant that we have we have a Representative
t hat understands the nature of a community I|ike
Addi son, especially our industrial park.

If a person is divided up in their
representation to all different groups, they don't
get the full flavor of the inportance of industry,
and especially the inmportance of these people that
are the small businessman and woman, conpani es that
range probably from a half a dozen enployees up to
maybe 150 or 200, people that really have put it all
on the line. They have nmortgaged their houses.
That's how they have moved ahead.

So people get a true understanding -- and |
know our current Representatives have spent a | ot of
time talking and spending time in our business
mar ket .

They have also been with our mnority
community, which has grown. We are about just under

40 percent Hispanic right now, with a | ot of other
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Asi ans, other types of groups that have cone in.

If the goal is to unify the comunity, to
have a strong industrial park that is a strong,

vi brant comunity that is a part of this culture of
DuPage County, with the strong i ndependence that we
have, the strong rel ationships that we have enjoyed
with our neighboring communities and sol ving joint
probl ems.

So my request would be very simlar to
Mayor Di Ci anni's.

To the extent possible, to keep Addison --
we are happy with the way it is; but, to the extent
possi ble, not to divide it up into three, four, five
Representative districts and the |ike anount of
Senatorial districts.

So anything you could do would be greatly
appreci at ed.

CHAI RMAN HARMON:  Thank you, Mayor.

Questions?

Senat or Sandack.

SENATOR SANDACK: Mayor, | was struck by
somet hing you said in your conmments.

You want to see or have the opportunity to

comment on the map after it's finalized, | assune.
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MR. HARTW G That's correct.

SENATOR SANDACK: Just kind of el aborate a
l[ittle bit on why you think that is important.

MR. HARTW G: | think it is important -- |
mean, |'m here at the beginning, at the outset, to be
able to hopefully influence your thoughts and your
recommendati ons.

And then, just like my residents will conme
to me and ask once the decision is made or a
recommendation is made, they would |like the
opportunity to coment.

And | would like to be able to take a | ook
and see, have you been able to foll ow some of those
principals as you move forward with your mapping.

SENATOR SANDACK: Thank you, Mayor.

CHAlI RMAN HARMON: Furt her questions?

Mayor, just for your information and for
t hat of others who are here, Chairman Kwame Raoul ,
who chairs the full Redistricting Commttee, has made
a commtment to a public hearing after the first map
i's proposed.

So we can in fact take testinony and try to
make sure that we reflect that in the final product.

So thank you for that.

30



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

MR. HARTW G: Wel |, thank you, Senator.
That is inportant, and I amglad to hear that.

Because | think the open process that you
are developing is extremely important, and | think
our residents appreciate that.

CHAI RMAN HARMON:  Thank you very nmuch,
Mayor .

MR. HARTW G: Thank you.

And good luck with the work that you have
before you.

CHAI RMAN HARMON: Thank you.

Our next witness is Paul Fichtner, resident
of El mhurst, and a menber of the DuPage County Board.

M. Fichtner, welcome to the Redistricting

Heari ngs.

TESTI MONY
BY
MR. FI CHTNER:
Thank you, M. Chairman and Senators, and
wel come to El mhurst.
| want to thank the Comm ttee Chairman for
hol ding this |egislative hearing.

My name is Paul Fichtner, and | have been a
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resi dent of Elmhurst for the past 18 years. 9 of
t hose years were spent as an el ected nmember of the
El mhurst City Council. And currently I amon mny
second term as a DuPage County Board menber.

| would ask for two considerations fromthe
| egi sl ature on this issue.

One, don't split a community into different
districts unless absolutely necessary.

And, two, give residents an opportunity to
view and comment on the proposed map before it is up
for a final vote.

| know you had just mentioned that the
Senate has commtted to opening a hearing after the
first map i s proposed.

But nmy understanding is the House is not
commtted to that. So hopefully the House woul d
commt to that as well as the Senate.

| realize it is impossible to keep al
communities whole within a particular |egislative
district.

As a County board, we are working on our own
map now, and there are instances where we have to put
a single community into two county board districts.

lt's not desirable, but on occasion it's unavoi dabl e.
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But | think special consideration nust be
given to a border comunity. This hearing today is
taking place in the City Council Chambers of a border
communi ty.

El mhurst borders between counties, DuPage
and Cook. El mhur st borders school districts, because
El mhurst is one school district in the entire
communi ty.

And because we have Cook County as the
border, that al so nmeans we have very different
property tax, sales tax, gas tax, and | egislative
agendas on each side of the border.

There are recogni zed differences between
Cook communities and DuPage communities for
everything from public transit, CTA, PACE, to even
t he mechani sm of how each county gets its water, the
DuPage Water Conmm ssion versus water reclamation
district.

These topics and more will eventually | ead
to |l egislative support of some kind or another.

DuPage and Cook communities also have
separate | egislative agendas.

The DuPage Mayor's managers conference | obby

| egi slators for the 36 communities in DuPage County.
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And Cook County has a separate |egislation,
representing 37 Cook County communities that border
DuPage County.

If there were no differences and this border
didn't matter, separate legislative entities such as
the different mayor and manager conferences woul d not
have to exist. But they do.

It is a recognition of different needs

for different areas that a comunity must contend

with -- and, by extension, its |egislature must
contend with -- because of a political border.
The rumors that | am hearing with regards to

redistricting involve not just putting El mhurst in
the two | egislative districts, but putting small
parts of Elmhurst into three or four |egislative
districts and then have those |legislative districts
cross the major political border into Cook County.

Comunities within DuPage have grown into a
uni que place with its own particular issues, people
and needs, just as communities in Cook have
collectively grown into a unique place with its own
particul ar issues, people and needs.

It would be difficult for any legislator to

properly represent a large community as a whole if it
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is split off into several small pieces and
distributed to multiple legislative districts whose
majority of that district is in an entirely different
county.

Our community's wants and needs, from roads
to grant proposals, will be diluted because of this
fractional representation, conmpared to the unfair
advant age whol e communities that other |egislative
districts would have.

The message you would be sending with such a
map i s that Elmhurst does not deserve to have
adequate representation and be heard as a whol e.

So pl ease keep border communities intact so
the majority of the comunity is within its own
county. And whatever shape the map takes, allow the
communities time to comment on it.

There have been some inmportant | egislation
com ng out of Springfield |lately regarding
transparency. It would be a shanme if the
consi deration of transparency did not extend to the
proposed map before a final vote.

Thank you very much.

CHAI RMAN HARMON: Questions?

M. Fichtner, just a couple of questions for
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you.

Can you share with us the source of the
rumors you' ve been hearing?

MR. FI CHTNER: Various other elected
officials that would have some know edge of the
process currently going on down in Springfield, as
wel |l as staff.

So multiple people.

CHAI RMAN HARMON: Do they share a partisan
affiliation, or are they members of both parties?

MR. FI CHTNER: | have heard from menbers of
one party on that.

CHAlI RMAN HARMON: Can you help me
understand -- this is nore out of curiosity, but for
a point of clarity -- the requirements, when you
redistrict the county board seats, do those districts
have to be precisely equal in popul ation?

MR. FI CHTNER: Yes.

CHAI RMAN HARMON:  And how many conmmunities
are split between county board districts today in the
current map, do you know?

MR. FI CHTNER: | actually | ooked at that the
ot her night; and we have 36 comunities or 37

communities in DuPage County, and | would say three
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or four.

CHAI RMAN HARMON:

Only t

hree or four ar

split, and you were able to achieve --

MR. FI CHTNER: Co

CHAI RMAN HARMON:

popul ation?

MR. FI CHTNER: Ye

towards three.

CHAI RMAN HARMON:

rrect.

-- per

S. And

Are th

fectly the

| think it is mre

ey dramatically

diced up in order to distribute the popul ati on,

feeding the other districts, to g

MR. FI CHTNER:

CHAI RMAN HARMON:

Sur e.

et that precise

Woul d you repeat that?

e

?

Are those communities diced up into six or

seven or eight districts i

n order

districts to get to perfect popul

MR. FI CHTNER: No.

to feed the ot

ation parity?

is done is one comunity has a small piece of it

into anot her district.

So one comunity

it is a very tiny part of

CHAI RMAN HARMON:

County. You guys clearly

in exactly the right

spot

can be

that co

| conp

two districts,
mmuni ty.

| i ment DuPage

her

The only splitting that

put

but

are, you have people living

to get

t he appropriate
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mat hemati cal symmetry. That is quite remarkable.
And it's square, too.

| have one | ast question, and | would invite
the other witnesses to return if there is something
you want to add.

You tal ked about cutting comunities up.

And some of the other wi tnesses tal ked about keeping
the representation even if their community had nore
t han one Senator or House district.

What if the reverse were to happen? What if
the representation were to be consolidated so you had
only one state Senator or fewer than you have today?

Is that an inprovement or a detriment?

MR. FI CHTNER: Rel ative to the way it is
now?

CHAlI RMAN HARMON: Correct.

MR. FI CHTNER: | would have to say anytinme
you can keep one comunity for one representative,

t hat woul d be the best situation.

Second best situation would be, if you have
to have two representatives in one comunity, have
both those representatives fromthe same county.

CHAI RMAN HARMON:  Okay. | ask because there

are folks who testify saying that they |ike having
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more than one representative in their community in
Springfield.

And again, | am not requesting any of the
prior witnesses to conme back to the table.

But if there is something on that particul ar
guestion, since | didn't ask you, we would be happy
to have your thoughts, either now or |ater.

So any further questions?

Thank you very much, M. Fichtner.
appreciate it.

CHAlI RMAN HARMON: | believe our fina
witness submtting a slip so far is Mark Novak from
Addi son Townshi p, trustee.

Wel come to the Redistricting Commttee.

TESTI MONY
BY
MARK NOVAK:
Thank you very nuch, again. Thanks for
having this here.
Good afternoon. My name i s Mark Novak.
am a trustee from Addi son Township, and | have |ived
in Addison for the past 33 years.

| also represent ny county as a trustee on
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the Board with the Coll ege of DuPage.

And |'ve also been a comm tteeman now for
the |l ast ten years.

| am here today to address the concerns that
are affecting the districts and the township due to
the potential redistricting of elected officials.

| expect that the process will be
transparent, and the public would have adequate tinme
to review and comment on any map voted on by this
Comm ttee.

Addi son Townshi p has been around for over
160 years. Our township is located in the nost
nort heast corner of DuPage County, and therefore
borders Cook County.

And al t hough we share a Iine on a map, our
communities could not be more different.

Addi son township is identica
denmogr aphically and naturally to our DuPage nei ghbors
to the west and to the south.

Our communities are tied together. W share
t he same soci oeconom c bracket, population, school
districts, comunity organizations, comunity events.

Our assessors share a forest preserve

comm ssioner, fire protection districts. We have
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inter-devel opmental agreenents, nutual aid
agreements, and even our mayor-manager
organi zati ons.

Up until now, we've had elected officials
representing these interests by people fromw thin
this comunity. These people are aware of DuPage
County's unique and treasured val ues.

These Representatives and Senators have
interest, they are one hundred percent vested, and
constituents of DuPage County.

Addi son, Wod Dal e, Bensenville, Itasca and
El mhurst are vastly different from our Cook County
nei ghbors. There is even a barrier between our
towns, due to Hi ghway 294, and a dozen square m |l es
of industrial conplexes.

We have different needs and concerns. Our
properties are assessed differently, expansion noise
concerns from O Hare Airport are different, |oca
busi ness needs are different, and even the sales
taxes are different between DuPage and Cook Counti es.

Wth who we | eave with the next
Representatives and Senators, a line has to be drawn.
How coul d they not be divided between Cook and DuPage

County?
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I n short,

t here have been no maj or changes

to the popul ati on denographics to warrant any

significant changes to this district.

These constituents here in Addi son Township

have had our interests represented for years by those

fromtheir own community who understand the needs of

their community.

It would simply not be fair and there

benefit to the resi

i's no

dents of this township, DuPage

County or Cook County, to redraw the maps at this

time.

CHAI RMAN HARMON: Questions?

| have just one question for you, then.

t hi nk one question.

W will see.

Does the township share any demographic

simlarities with your neighbors to the east across

t he County |ine?
MR. NOVAK:
some simlarities.

menmber of the rest

| would assume that there

i's

But we are definitely nmuch nore a

of DuPage County.

I f you go towards Bl oom ngdal e Townshi p,

your township, we are -- that's kind of been the

t houghts of everyone here today -- is that DuPage

County is in itself

uni que and very different;

maybe
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not very different, but definitely our own comunity
from Cook County.

CHAI RMAN HARMON: But Addi son Townshi p
itself, do you have the denographics resulting from
the nmost recent census?

MR. NOVAK: As far as what the percentage
breakdowns are between popul ati ons?

CHAI RMAN HARMON: Yes.

MR. NOVAK: | don't have that information

avai l abl e.

CHAlI RMAN HARMON: Has there been significant

Latino growth in Addi son Townshi p?

MR. NOVAK: | think, in general, Addison
Townshi p has not grown that nuch at all.

CHAI RMAN HARMON: Has there been growth in
the Latino community?

MR. NOVACK: Yes, sir. There has been.

CHAlI RMAN HARMON: | s that shared by your
nei ghbori ng DuPage County townships, that sort of
growt h?

MR. NOVAK: | do not believe so.

CHAlI RMAN HARMON: Is it shared by the
nei ghbori ng Cook County townshi ps?

MR. NOVAK: | am not famliar with that

43



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

i nformation.

CHAI RMAN HARMON: | represent nmuch of Leyden
Townshi p, which is adjacent, and there has been a
fairly dramatic growth in the Latino popul ation al ong
your eastern border.

So it is just a curiosity as | heard your
testi nony. So thank you.

Thank you very nuch.

MR. NOVAK: Thank you

CHAI RMAN HARMON: Are there any other
wi t nesses seeking to testify?

Mayor, please, conme on back

| invited you, yes.

FURTHER TESTI MONY
BY
LARRY HARTW G:

| will just give my opinion on that.

As | stated on ny testimny, we have just
t he one Senatorial district, and | find that to be an
advant age, that the person knows and can beconme
famliar.

And | would say, if we could have one

Representative district, that would be an advantage.
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It's just a matter of knowi ng that probably you are
not going to be quite as lucky as DuPage County in
getting everyone lined up that way, but you are going
to have to do some dividing.

But to the extent that you can keep us
together, | think that is an advantage.

CHAI RMAN HARMON: So in your view, the
intensity of one representative's interest in your
community outwei ghs the chorus of representatives?

MR. HARTW G.  Yes. | believe that. Because
| think they understand the needs better, and they
coul d have a nmuch deeper understandi ng.

And, of course, | am | ooking for
representatives that are able to relate with their
coll eagues down in Springfield to be able to
communi cate some of those needs.

CHAI RMAN HARMON:  Thank you, Mayor.
Appreciate it.

Are there any other witnesses seeking to
testify at this hearing?

| would note just for your interest that
t oday also, in Carbondale, Illinois, far southern end
of the state, the other Subcomm ttee of the

Redi stricting Commttee is having a sim |l ar hearing,

45



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

taking testimony from our neighbors in Carbondal e.

Our next hearing is scheduled for April 26th
in Yorkville at the Yorkville City Hall, at
10: 00 a. m

| also want to make sure fol ks know that
there is available at the Thompson Center in Downtown
Chi cago and in the State Capital in the Stratton
Bui | di ng public workstations where you yourselves can
access the data fromthe Census and the tools that
are required to experiment with map boundaries. And
you are welcome to do that.

| f you produce a map that you would like to
submt to us, we encourage you to do that. And we
woul d be happy to take that into the record and
include that in our consideration.

| nterested parties should contact
217-558-3036 to access either of the public
wor kst ati ons.

Are there closing comments from ny
coll eagues on the Commttee?

SENATOR DI LLARD: No.

Thank you, M. Chairman.

CHAI RMAN HARMON: There being no further

busi ness to cone before the Senate Redistricting
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Subcomm ttee No. 2, we stand adj ourned.
(Wher eupon, the above-entitled
proceedi ngs were adjourned at

4: 05 p.m)
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STATE OF ILLINO'S )
) SS:
COUNTY OF L A K E )

Lynne M. Skiffington, being first duly sworn
on oath, says that she is a Certified Shorthand
Reporter, that she reported in shorthand the
proceedi ngs given at the taking of said hearing, and
that the foregoing is a true and correct transcri pt
of her shorthand notes so taken as aforesaid and

contains all the proceedings given at said hearing.

Certified Shorthand Reporter
Li cense No. 084.002717

Subscri bed and sworn to
before me this ___ day
of _2011.

Not ary Public
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